French Polynesia

The very name congers up all kinds of images of crystal clear water warmed by the eternal sunshing
graced by swaying palm trees. | have traveled the'world and have not found a place like this. Thes
are truly paradise on earth!

The Pacific people migrated to the islands in several mass movements. The first migration left Soutk
Asia about 30,000 years ago to settle Papua New Guinea and Solomons. The second, larger migral
South East Asia almost 3000 years ago and in several movements spread across the ocean and cu
in the final settlement of Hawaii and New Zealand about 1000 years ago.

The large South Pagific migration to the uninhabited south sea islands started from South China ab
30,000 years ago. Small bands of people with basic crafts crossed the seas to Indonesia and event
colonized neighboring Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands. Without navigation skills these
stopped here. Subsequent migrations from around seerist Asia and Australia reached these islands
and the people become collectively known as Melanesians.

The people of Papa New Guinea and Solomons followed this migration and are today dominant on
Vanuatu, New Caledonia and Fiji. Meanwhile, another migration reached Rotuma, Samoa and Tong
about 200BC set out over the last stretches of open water to colonize the Cook Islands and eventue
reaching Easter Island in the far east, Hawaii in the far north and finally, around 900AD, New Zealar
far south and all islands-imetween. The Polynesian triangle had been completed.

The Polynesian and Melanesian people also migrated north and east to the thousands of tiny atolls
make up Micronesia. However, they were not the first colonizers. The islands had been settled by ar
earlier migration from the Philippines and the inhabitants were of Mongoloid appearance.
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French Polynesia was named by Captain Cook in 1769 as the Society Islands in honor ¢
Royal Society in England. This archipelago is part the Polynesian Triangle which include
Hawaii, Fiji, Micronesia, Tonga, Cook Islands to name a few. Prior to European contact
gorgeous islands enjoyed a life filled with peace, joy, and freedom not known anywhere i
world before or since. Captain Cook brought European disease, guilt, control and slaver
this gentle and trusting people. Western influence reduced the 50,000 population to unde
2,000 in less than 10 years.
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Tabhiti is the largest island of French Polynesia and where most of the population reside
The capital resides in Papeete. The island is only approximately 25 miles across at the
widest point. Tahiti has been settled for over 1,500 years. The populace has been fed
harvesting the sea and the use of fertile land. Tahiti has a very lush rain forest.
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This pix was taken from the grounds of the Gauguin Museum outside Papeete. He
lived in the South Pacific for his remaining years and captured the residents in many of

his famous works. He was prolific and many of his magnificent works can be found all
over the island.
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The lush vegetation on these islands is nurtured by almost 71 inches of rain each
year. The temperatures are tropical which only adding to this paradisiacal setting.




Tikis are very important to the Tahitian culture. Tikis can be made out of wood, stone,
or component of canoes. Those made out of stone are religious in nature. The others
are decorative. Stone tikis can be found on a marae, bordering sacred land, or to
stand guard. This tiki was made to protect the land from the storm gods of the sea.



